
Lesson Challenges for the Week 

 Research the Assyrian Empire. What do you 

learn about this dominant power of the 

Near East that might help you to under-

stand Jonah’s negative response to God’s 
commissioning of him to prophesy in the 

capital city of Nineveh? 

 Reread Jonah 1:3, 10.  When have you want-

ed to flee from God’s presence?  What did 

you do?  How did things work out for you?  

What did you learn about God? 

 Ponder the reactions of the sailors.  What 

do their actions suggest about their spirit-

uality, even though they were not Jews?  
Did their response to the drawing of lots 

that indicated Jonah’s guilt surprise you?  

Why or why not?  How might you have re-

acted?  

Goal for the Learners 

 To explore the nature of 

God’s love in the story of 

Jonah. 

 To sense how people feel 

when faced with calamity 

and how they respond when 

others think they have 

caused the calamity. 

 To pray for assurance of the 

presence of God’s love in 

the midst of calamity. 
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We are providing these notes from 

the Committee on Uniform Series 

that prepares associated Sunday 

School lesson outlines long in ad-

vance of their usage.  Included in 

this Guide are  thoughts that are 

reflected in the Lesson Develop-

ment Guide for writers of Sunday 

school lessons and the recom-

mended commentary of the Depart-

ment of Christian Education, The 

New International Lesson Annual 

published by Abingdon Press Nash-

ville, Tennessee. 

During the Spring quarter, we are 

exploring the love of God. The quar-

ter is entitled Faith in Action: Re-

vealing The Lore of God.  During this 

quarter we encounter stories in 

which God is eternal, steadfast, and 

saving love.  Also, we experience 

how God perseveres, renews, and 

upholds.  Just as God and Jesus act 

as the good shepherd, so we are to 

care for others who need to experi-

ence such love in their lives.  Unit 

three is entitled “God’s Pervasive 

and Sustaining Love.” 
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When calamity 

comes, people ask, 

“Why?” Can human 

behavior cause bad 

things to happen?  In 

Jonah’s case, human 

behavior did lead to 

calamity; however, 
Jonah discovered 

that God’s love still 

surrounded him. 
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