
Lesson Challenges for the Week 

 Recall that Stephen reviewed the highlights 

of Israel’s history with God, not to defend 

himself but to show who God is.  If you 

were called on to present the highlights of 

Christian history, what would you say?  

Who would be included in your list of 

“giants of the faith”?  What significant 
events in church history would you want to 

lift up? 

 Compare the story of the martyrdom of 

Stephen in Acts 7:1-8:1a with the story of 

the crucifixion of Jesus in any of the Gos-

pels.  What similarities do you see? 

 Make a list of two or three bold claims that 

you could make about God’s faithfulness to 

the church through the ages and to you 

personally.  

Goal for the Learners 

 To hear Stephen’s proc-

lamation before the 

council in which he re-

minded those present of 

God’s faithfulness 

through the ages and 

their disregard of God’s 

law 

 To reflect on their will-

ingness to stand firm on 

their beliefs in the midst 

of life’s threatening 

circumstances 

 To commit to stand for 

beliefs about God in all 

circumstances 
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We are providing these notes 

from the Committee on Uni-

form Series that prepares 

associated Sunday School 

lesson outlines long in ad-

vance of their usage.  Included 

in this Guide are  thoughts 

that are reflected in the Les-

son Development Guide for 

writers of Sunday school les-

sons and the recommended 

commentary of the Depart-

ment of Christian Education, 

The New International Lesson 

Annual published by Abingdon 

Press Nashville, Tennessee. 

During the Fall Quarter 

(September-October-

November) we will explore the 

formation and growth of the 

Christian community as Luke 

tells the story of the church in 

the Acts of the Apostles.  The 

first unit is entitled Seeds of 

New Growth. 
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People will defend against 

all criticism of their beliefs, 

even if their defense is life 

threatening.  How do people 

stand up to such perilous 
criticism?  When Stephen 

spoke to his accusers in the 
council, he summarized the 

history of God’s faithfulness 

to the Israelites and then 

challenged the council 

members for not keeping 
the law themselves. 

September 27, 2015  “Remembering God’s Faithfulness”  Acts 7:2-4, 8-10, 17, 33-34, 44-47, 53 
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