
Lesson Challenges for the Week 

 List individuals who have been faithful to 

their commitments. Write down the specif-

ic commitment of each person and what 

seems to be the motivating factor for the 

faithfulness. 

 Research the actions of Phinehas in the 

Numbers passage and what his actions 

meant for the Israelites. Research Hophni 

and Phinehas in the First Samuel passage 

and the repercussions of their actions.  

List promises fulfilled and promises wait-

ing for fulfillment that God has given. 

 Name some reasons people give for keep-

ing commitments. Name some reasons 

people give for not keeping commitments. 

Goal for the Learners 

 To contrast God’s re-

sponses to the priestly 

ministries of Phinehas in 

Numbers 25 with Hophni 

and Phinehas (Eli’s sons) 

in 1 Samuel 2. 

 To reflect on the conse-

quences of infidelity to 

God. 

 To serve others faithfully 

as ones called by God to 

lives of service. 
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The fall quarter of 2017 considers 

the major covenants that God 

makes with people on behalf of the 

earth and the human community. 

Beginning with Noah, God promises 

benevolence toward creation. 

Similar commitments are made 

with Abram, Phinehas, and Ezekiel. 

Ultimately, the covenant forms the 

foundation for the coming Messiah 

and salvation for the world. 

 

Unit III, “An Everlasting Covenant” 

develops four lessons, drawn from 

Numbers, 1 Samuel, Jeremiah, 

Hebrews, and 1 Corinthians, that 

examine the components of the 

covenant God makes with the 

priest, Phinehas, and the divine 

promise to Israel through the 

prophet Jeremiah. The uncondi-

tional divine promises are to main-

tain a perpetual priesthood, forgive 

the unfaithful, and establish a new 

covenant with Israel. God seals this 

covenant of pure grace through 

Christ as mediator and by writing 

the law in the hearts of God’s peo-

ple. 
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Some people are more 

faithful to their commit-

ments than others. How 

do we respond to those 

who are faithful to their 

commitments and to 

those who are not? God 

rewarded faithful 
Phinehas and punished 

Eli’s unfaithful children, 

thus proving that God is 

faithful to the everlast-

ing covenant with God’s 

people. 

November 5, 2017    “Unwavering Commitment”  Numbers 25:10-13; 1 Samuel 2:30-36 
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