
Lesson Challenges for the Week 

 Review your charitable giving for 2015, includ-

ing money you gave to your church, education-
al and cultural institutions, and nonprofit or-

ganizations.  How much of your money (in real 
dollars or as a percentage of giving) went to 

support the kingdom of God by supporting the 

church and those in need? 

 Create a plan for charitable giving for 2016.  

What percentage of your income will you com-
mit to give away?  Estimate how many dollars 

this will be.  Make a list of those organizations 
that you want to support and assign a dollar 

value to each one.  Pray about this plan, seek-
ing confirmation from God that this is the way 

the money entrusted to you can best be allo-

cated.  

 Examine your own motives for giving.  Are you 

trying to help those in need?  Is your main 
interest a tax write-off?  How important is it to 

you that others know what you give?  Bring 
these motives before God in prayer and make 

changes as needed. 

Goal for the Learners 

 To observe the contrast 

that Jesus drew be-

tween the arrogance of 

religious leaders and 

the piety of a humble 

poor woman. 

 To reflect upon the ten-

sion between wanting 

recognition and selfless 

giving that often re-

ceives no recognition. 

 To resolve to become 

more selfless in giving. 
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We are providing these notes 

from the Committee on Uniform 

Series that prepares associat-

ed Sunday School lesson out-

lines long in advance of their 

usage.  Included in this Guide 

are  thoughts that are reflected 

in the Lesson Development 

Guide for writers of Sunday 

school lessons and the recom-

mended commentary of the 

Department of Christian Educa-

tion, The New International 

Lesson Annual published by 

Abingdon Press Nashville, Ten-

nessee. 

The Winter Quarter’s lessons 

are presented under the theme 

of “Sacred Gifts and Holy Gath-

erings.”  Unit one is entitled 

“What We Bring To God.”  The 

lessons during December like 

the lessons of the next two 

months focus on holy celebra-

tions in the Jewish-tradition.  

Jesus participates in some of 

these traditions of the faith.  
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Integral to the human con-

dition is that deep-seated 

craving to be recognized 

and held in high esteem by 

others.  Will the adulation of 
others bring confirmation 

of a person’s real im-
portance?  While Jesus 

denounced he scribes’ and 

Pharisees’ obsession with 

receiving recognition, he 

affirmed the acts of self-
less compassion and humil-

ity as exhibited by the poor 

widow, who gave all she 
had.  

December 27, 2015    “A Generous Gift”   Matthew 23:2-12; Mark 12:38-44 
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