
Lesson Challenges for the Week 

 Plan to attend some kind of observance 

(worship service, seven last words, time 

of meditation) of Jesus’ crucifixion on 

Good Friday.  Speak with Jesus about how 

you feel you have failed him.  Repent—and 

forgive yourself as God has forgiven you. 

 Recall from Mark 14:31 that Peter and all 

the disciples felt certain they were ready 

to die with Jesus if need be. Meditate on or 

journal about your own faith.  How strong 
is it?  Where do you see yourself strug-

gling?  Ask Jesus for help. 

 Locate a picture of Jesus on the cross.  

Think about what his sacrifice on the 

cross accomplished for you and give 

thanks. 

Goal for the Learners 

 To remember all that 

happened when Jesus 

foretold Peter’s denial 

and when Peter acted as 

Jesus had said. 

 To explore the feelings 

and reactions when one 

fails to meet the expec-

tations of those who are 

loved and respected. 

 To practice spiritual 

disciplines in order to 

build a stronger rela-

tionship with God.   
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We are providing these notes 

from the Committee on Uni-

form Series that prepares 

associated Sunday School 

lesson outlines long in ad-

vance of their usage.  Included 

in this Guide are  thoughts 

that are reflected in the Les-

son Development Guide for 

writers of Sunday school les-

sons and the recommended 

commentary of the Depart-

ment of Christian Education, 

The New International Lesson 

Annual published by Abingdon 

Press Nashville, Tennessee. 

The Spring Quarter’s lessons 

are presented under the 

theme of “The Gift of Faith.”  

These lessons focus on the 

theme of faith as it is seen in 

the Gospels of Mark and Luke. 

Unit one is entitled “Tests of 

Faith.”  
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People often overestimate 

their ability to remain loyal 

to a cause and bear witness 

to it.  What happens when 

they discover they cannot 
do something they truly 

believed they could do?  
Peter was convinced of his 

faith, but he grieved mighti-

ly when he understood that 

his failure to stand up pub-

licly as a follower of Jesus 
Christ was evidence of the 

weakness of his faith. 

March 20, 2016    “Struggling Faith”   Mark 14:26-31, 66-72 
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