
Lesson Challenges for the Week 

 Read Charles Dickens’ A Christmas 

Carol.  Who seems to be joyful in 

this familiar tale published in 1843?  

What is the reason for joy?  Who 

lacks joy?  Why? 

 Plan a low-cost event for close 

friends or family that not include 

presents.  Spend time giving every-

one an opportunity to say how at 

least one other person in the group 

has brought joy to their lives. 

 Set up a crèche and use it to tell the 

story of Jesus’ birth and dedication, 
particularly if children will be pre-

sent. 

Goal for the Learners 

 To explore the story of 

Simeon at the presenta-

tion of Jesus at the 

Temple. 

 To imagine the immense 

joy that Simeon felt 

when centuries of wait-

ing finally culminated in 

the birth of the Messiah. 

 To commit to making 

Jesus the center of 

attention during the 

secular busyness of the 

season. 
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We are providing these notes 

from the Committee on Uniform 

Series that prepares associat-

ed Sunday School lesson out-

lines long in advance of their 

usage.  Included in this Guide 

are  thoughts that are reflected 

in the Lesson Development 

Guide for writers of Sunday 

school lessons and the recom-

mended commentary of the 

Department of Christian Educa-

tion, The New International 

Lesson Annual published by 

Abingdon Press Nashville, Ten-

nessee. 

The Winter Quarter’s lessons 

are presented under the theme 

of “Sacred Gifts and Holy Gath-

erings.”  Unit one is entitled 

“What We Bring To God.”  The 

lessons during December like 

the lessons of the next two 

months focus on holy celebra-

tions in the Jewish-tradition.  

Jesus participates in some of 

these traditions of the faith.  

 

Dr. Carmichael Crutchfield 

General Secretary 

MAKING DISCIPLES through "events that FORM and TRANSFORM"  

The Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 

Department of Christian Education 

Send an email to: 

sundayschool@thecmechurchced.org  
to receive this guide electronically each week. 

People today celebrate holidays 

and special occasions as if they 

are routine and ordinary.  Are 

there still times for great ex-

citement and celebration?  Luke 
captures the overflowing joy 

the priest, Simeon, experienced 
as he dedicated Jesus accord-

ing to the Law of Moses. 

December 20, 2015    “Dedication of First Born”   Exodus 13:13-15; Luke 2:22-32 
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