
Lesson Challenges for the Week 

 Try an experiment if you have a dog.  Give 

your companion some simple instructions, 

such as sit, stay, or down.  Now ask a 

friend to give the dog the same commands.  
Who does the dog listen to?  Why do you 

suppose that the dog responds to your 

voice and not to the voice of someone 

else? 

 Rewrite Jesus’ message using an example 

that is more familiar to you than that of a 

shepherd. 

 Identify by name the shepherds in your 

church—the pastor, teachers, and lead-
ers—who care for you and the other mem-

bers.  Focus on one or two people.  What 

traits do they share with Jesus?  Which of 

these traits could you develop?   

Goal for the Learners 

 To explore the metaphor of 

Jesus as the Good Shepherd 

who opens the gate for the 

sheep. 

 To affirm the love of God 

expressed in the life and 

ministry of Jesus, the Good 

Shepherd. 

 To respond to God’s perse-

vering love by loving others. 
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We are providing these notes from 

the Committee on Uniform Series 

that prepares associated Sunday 

School lesson outlines long in 

advance of their usage.  Included 

in this Guide are  thoughts that are 

reflected in the Lesson Develop-

ment Guide for writers of Sunday 

school lessons and the recom-

mended commentary of the De-

partment of Christian Education, 

The New International Lesson 

Annual published by Abingdon 

Press Nashville, Tennessee. 

During the winter quarter we are 

exploring the love of God and is 

entitled Faith in Action: Revealing 

The Lore of God.  During this quar-

ter we encounter stories in which 

God is eternal, steadfast, saving 

love, perseveres, renews, and 

upholds us.  Just as God and Jesus 

act as the good shepherd, so we 

are to care for others who need to 

experience such love in their lives.  

Unit two is entitled “God’s Caring, 

Saving, and Upholding Love.”  
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Send an email to: 

sundayschool@thecmechurchced.org  
to receive this guide electronically each week. 

Everyone is looking 

for a leader who will 

solve all the prob-

lems of the world.  

Where can we find 

the leader we seek?  

Jesus, as the Good 
Shepherd, is the 

leader who shows 

and imparts God’s 

love to those who 

follow. 

April 30, 2017    “God’s Preserving Love”   John 10:1-15 
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