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This quarter’s study begins with 
God’s demands for our complete 

and undivided love as shown in 
passages from Deuteronomy and 

Psalms. It proceeds with our 

response to God’s love in the 
advent of Christ, and the Epistles’ 

interpretations of the nature and 

extent of our responses to God’s 
love in Christ. It concludes with 

passages from three of the 
Psalms expressing glorification of 

God.  

 
Unit II, “Loving God by Trusting 

Christ,” has five sessions. 
Matthew continues to inspire trust 

in God for all things, while James 

encourages total submission to 
God in love. In his letter to the 

Philippians, Paul gives an 
interpretation of human devotion 

to God in Christ; promotes selfless 

devotion through exemplification 
of Christ’s total submission to God 

in love; and encourages giving up 
everything for the sake of one’s 

love for Christ. 
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Unifying Principle 
 

It is easy to become 

demoralized by difficult 

circumstances and 

adversaries. How can 

people maintain their joy? 

Paul willingly submits to 

God’s will and rejoices 

that his sufferings have 

led to further 

proclamation of the 

gospel. 

Goals for the Learners 
 

✓ To explore Paul’s historical 

circumstances in this 

letter and his responses to 

them..   

 

✓ To forgive those who have 

sought to benefit from our 

own misfortune. 

 

✓ To look for opportunities to 

share in God’s work in the 

world through Jesus 

Christ. 

Challenges for the Week 
 

• Research Christians who are 

being persecuted for their 

faith today.  Check out 

websites opendoors.org and  

persecution.om. 

• Consider how suffering 

serves to advance the gospel 

today. 

• Think of preachers and 

teachers today who seem to 

be proclaiming Christ from 

selfish motives.  Is it possible 

for any god to come from 

such preaching?  Would Paul 

be able to say of them, What 

does it matter?  Just this, 

that Christ is proclaimed in 

every way, whether out of 

false motives or true; and in 

that I rejoice?”  why or why 

not?. 
 
 

 

January 20, 2019                  “Good from Bad”         Philippians 1:12-21 

We are providing these notes from the Committee on Uniform Series that 

prepares associated Sunday School lesson outlines long in advance of their 

usage. Included in this Guide are thoughts that are reflected in the Lesson 

Development Guide for writers of Sunday school lessons and the 

recommended commentary of the Department of Christian Education, The 

New International Lesson Annual published by Abingdon Press Nashville, 

Tennessee. Send an email to: sundayschool@thecmechurchced.org to 

receive this guide electronically each week. 


