
Lesson Challenges for the Week 

 Compare the “birth announcement” story 

found in Judges with the announcements in 

Genesis 16-18, 1 Samuel 1, and Luke 1.  What 

similarities and differences do you observe 
concerning the mother, the child, and the 

one who brings the announcement? 

2. Review the specifics of the Nazarite vows 

as found in Numbers 6:1-21, as well as Sam-

son’s story in Judges.  How does he up-

hold—or fail to uphold—these vows?  How 

difficult would you find it to live such an 

austere, highly disciplined life? 

3. Read John Milton’s “Samson Agonistes” for 
a poetic account of the biblical story.  What 

insights do you glean from Milton’s retell-
ing of Samson’s story?  (see:htttps//

www.dartmouth.edu/-milton/

reading_room/samson/drama/

text.shtml). 

Goal for the Learners 

 To recount the details of 

Samson’s birth and call. 

 To empathize with the emo-

tions Samson probably ex-

perienced regarding life-

style restrictions imposed 

on him by others. 

 To identify some ways that 

unforeseen circumstances 

prepare people for leader-

ship roles today. 
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We are providing these notes from the 

Committee on Uniform Series that 

prepares associated Sunday School 

lesson outlines long in advance of 

their usage.  Included in this Guide are  

thoughts that are reflected in the 

Lesson Development Guide for writers 

of Sunday school lessons and the 

recommended commentary of the 

Department of Christian Education, 

The New International Lesson Annual 

published by Abingdon Press Nashville, 

Tennessee. 

During the Summer quarter, we are 

exploring “The Call.” The lessons focus 

on God calling individuals to do certain 

work or to take on certain vocations. 

The quarter is entitled Faith in Ac-

tion: Healing and Heeding The Call.  

During this quarter we discover that 

the calling God gives each person is 

distinct, however, God’s calling of 

individuals into service has a recog-

nizable pattern that reveals much 

about the nature of that call.  This 

quarter we see God’s call as intrusion 

into our lives.  We will look at lessons 

about The Call of the Judges, The Call 

of the Prophets, and The Call of God in 

Acts.   Unit One is entitled “Called To 

Be Strong.”  
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Preparation for lead-

ership may involve 

life circumstances 

not of one’ own 

choosing.  How do we 

respond when we 

find ourselves in 

such circumstances?  
Even before birth, 

Samson’s call was 

assured as shown by 

the instructions the 

Lord’s angel gave to 

his mother.  
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