
Lesson Challenges for the Week 

 Research “sheep” and “shepherd” to learn 

what you can about the nature and ways of 

sheep, as well as the work of the shepherd. 

 Use a concordance to locate passages that 

refer to “shepherd(s)” in both the Old and 
New Testaments.  What do you learn about 

how this word is used in a literal sense 

(that is, in relation to a person who tends 

sheep), as well as in a metaphorical sense 

where “shepherd” refers to God, Jesus, or 

someone appointed to care for God’s peo-

ple. 

 Recall a funeral at which Psalm 23 was 

recited.  What comfort did this psalm give 

you as a mourner?  

Goal for the Learners 

 To explore Psalm 23’s use of 

the metaphor of shepherd-

ing for trusting in God. 

 To appreciate the ways that 

God’s love provides good-

ness and mercy to people 

when they face challenges. 

 To choose to trust God’s 

leading, which transforms 

challenges and difficulties. 
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We are providing these notes from 

the Committee on Uniform Series 

that prepares associated Sunday 

School lesson outlines long in 

advance of their usage.  Included 

in this Guide are  thoughts that are 

reflected in the Lesson Develop-

ment Guide for writers of Sunday 

school lessons and the recom-

mended commentary of the De-

partment of Christian Education, 

The New International Lesson 

Annual published by Abingdon 

Press Nashville, Tennessee. 

During the winter quarter we are 

exploring the love of God and is 

entitled Faith in Action: Revealing 

The Lore of God.  During this quar-

ter we encounter stories in which 

God is eternal, steadfast, saving 

love, perseveres, renews, and 

upholds us.  Just as God and Jesus 

act as the good shepherd, so we 

are to care for others who need to 

experience such love in their lives.  

Unit two is entitled “God’s Caring, 

Saving, and Upholding Love.”  
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People face challeng-

es that may seem too 

difficult to endure. 

Where can they find 

the support and re-

assurance to face 

these challenges?  
The psalmist promis-

es that God’s love 

provides what is 

necessary to con-

front any difficulties 

and to live in a ful-

filling and intimate 

relationship with God. 
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