
Lesson Challenges for the Week 

 Search the Internet for information on 

Jewish-Christian relationships.  What can 

you learn by reading articles on interfaith 

dialogue? 

 Visit an orchard to see how grafts enable 

cultivars of fruit to grow that cannot be 

grown from seed.  Talk with the orchardist 

about the process.  What connections do 

you see between the grafting of fruit trees 

and Paul’s analogy of Christians being 
grafted onto an olive tree that symbolizes 

the Jews?  

 Reach out to Jewish friends or colleagues 

to learn more about their faith and share 

your own.  Approach these conversations 

in the spirit of interfaith dialogue that 

listens respectfully, learns from the other, 

and seeks common ground.  

Goal for the Learners 

 To know what Paul said 

about Jews who have 

not become Christ’s 

followers and Gentiles 

who have become be-

lievers. 

 To affirm that God has 

not rejected the Jews 

and that Gentile believ-

ers have not supersed-

ed the Jews, but that 

believing in Jesus is the 

fulfillment of creation. 

 To develop some ecu-

menical ministry, possi-

bly with Jewish or Mus-

lim communities of faith.   
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We are providing these notes 

from the Committee on Uni-

form Series that prepares 

associated Sunday School 

lesson outlines long in ad-

vance of their usage.  Included 

in this Guide are  thoughts 

that are reflected in the Les-

son Development Guide for 

writers of Sunday school les-

sons and the recommended 

commentary of the Depart-

ment of Christian Education, 

The New International Lesson 

Annual published by Abingdon 

Press Nashville, Tennessee. 

The Summer’s Quarter’s les-

sons are presented under the 

theme of “Toward a New Crea-

tion.”  The scripture passages 

in these lessons are from the 

broader theme of creation.  

Unit three is entitled “Life On 

God’s Terms.”  
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Sometimes, people find 

themselves living, relating, 

or working with others with 

whom they feel no common 

connection, from whom 
they feel separated, and 

toward whom they feel 

antagonistic.  What or who 

can unite all people in a new 

community with common 

values?  Paul writes that 

belief in Jesus Christ is a 
core belief around which 

both Jews and Gentiles can 

be united.  

August 21, 2016    “God Prunes and Grafts”   Romans 9:6-18 
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