
The Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 

Department of Christian Education 

MAKING DISCIPLES through "events that FORM and TRANSFORM" 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunday School Lessons 

Unit One 

“God Is Just and 

Merciful” 

June 2018 

 

June 24, 2018    “The Tables Are Turned”   Luke 16:19-31 

 

The study this quarter focuses 

on justice as presented in the 

New Testament. Justice is 

portrayed as a primary 

characteristic of God’s nature. 

Human beings are called to 

emulate God’s justice toward 

one another. 

 

Unit I, “God Is Just and 

Merciful,” has four lessons that 

remind us that human 

interpretations of the Law must 

not conflict with mercy and 

justice as acted out in our daily 

lives. The lessons from Matthew 

look at conflicts between Jesus 

and the Pharisees on questions 

of mercy and justice. The 

lesson from Luke looks at how 

God dispenses justice and 

mercy.

 

There is great concern 

for the inequities in the 

lives of the poor 

versus the rich. How 

will these inequities be 

resolved? The story of 

the rich man and 

Lazarus tells us that 

the poor will receive 

their reward.

Goal for the Learners 

✓ To understand what the 

parable of the rich man 

and Lazarus teaches 

about God’s definition of 

justice. 

✓ To sense how this 

passage challenges 

simplistic 

understandings of who 

is or is not included in 

God’s kingdom. 

✓ To identify with the most 

vulnerable members of 

society in order to 

minister to them in 

Jesus’ name.

Lesson Challenges for the Week 

• Write a personal prayer to God regarding 

the selfishness, greed, and poverty in the 

world.  Commit to praying daily for this 

issue.  

• List the ministries of your local church 
that address the needs of the poor and 

analyze the effect of these ministries in 

the community. 

• List needs of the poor in the community 

that are not currently addressed by 
ministries of the church. How might the 

church begin new ministries to address 

these needs.?

Dr. Carmichael Crutchfield 

General Secretary 

We are providing these notes from the Committee on Uniform Series that prepares associated 

Sunday School lesson outlines long in advance of their usage. Included in this Guide are 

thoughts that are reflected in the Lesson Development Guide for writers of Sunday school 

lessons and the recommended commentary of the Department of Christian Education, The New 

International Lesson Annual published by Abingdon Press Nashville, Tennessee.  Send an email 

to: sundayschool@thecmechurchced.org to receive this guide electronically each week. 
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