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October 21, 2018                      “Promises Give Hope”        Genesis 18:9-15; 21:1-7 

In Genesis, the book of 

beginnings, God is revealed as 

the Creator, Sustainer, Judge, 

and Redeemer, who brought all 

things into being. The fall quarter 

surveys the Book of Genesis in 

developing sessions on God’s 

creation of the universe, earth, 

and people. It also details how 

God continues to co-labor with 

sinful humanity in reconciling 

and re-creating order in all 

things.  Unit II, “God Destroys 

and Re-Creates,” has four 

sessions. Noah and his family are 

presented in the first two 

sessions as righteous followers 

of God, who help repopulate and 

restore the earth after the 

destruction caused by the great 

flood. The biblical couples, 

Abraham and Sarah, and Isaac 

and Rebekah, who worked with 

God in the cycle of continuing 

creation, are studied in the last 

two sessions of the unit.

 

 

Because of past 

promises that were not 

fulfilled, we find it hard 

to trust future 

promises. What can help 

us have faith and 

confidence to depend on 

important promises that 

shape our lives? 

Although Abraham and 

Sarah had to wait a long 

time for God’s promise 

of a son to be born to 

them to shape all people 

of the earth, God 

showed them that this 

promise was 

trustworthy.

         

 

Goal for the Learners 

✓ To comprehend God’s 

grace and power 

manifested in the birth 

of Isaac to Abraham and 

Sarah. 

✓ To appreciate the value 

of patience as God 

works out the divine will 

on God’s timetable, not 

ours. 

✓ To pray for faith to await 

God’s promised 

blessings. 

 

Lesson Challenges for the Week 

• Recall times when God answered prayers 

for you or when you had to trust God 

during difficult circumstances. Write your 

memories down as a journal entry. 

• Make a list of other people in the Bible who 

placed their trust in God’s promises.  

• Locate New Testament passages that 

praise the faith of Abraham. Compare and 

contrast the various messages related to 

that.
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General Secretary 

We are providing these notes from the Committee on Uniform Series that prepares 

associated Sunday School lesson outlines long in advance of their usage. Included in this 

Guide are thoughts that are reflected in the Lesson Development Guide for writers of 

Sunday school lessons and the recommended commentary of the Department of 

Christian Education, The New International Lesson Annual published by Abingdon Press 

Nashville, Tennessee.  Send an email to: sundayschool@thecmechurchced.org to receive 

this guide electronically each week. 
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