
Lesson Challenges for the Week 

 Reread Acts 15.  What ideas can the 

modern church adopt to more faith-

fully address “hot-button” topics 

that cause divisions today? 

 Try to serve as peacemaker in the 

midst of a dispute within your con-

gregation. 

 Use the principles of holy confer-

encing to guide a discussion on a 

topic about which you and another 

person disagree. 

Goal for the Learners 

 To analyze the story of 

how the Jerusalem 

Council listened to Paul 

and Barnabas as they 

told of the signs and 

wonders God did among 

the Gentiles. 

 To reflect on ways in 

which their interpreta-

tion of who God is and 

how God acts may ex-

clude others from the 

church. 

 To practice resolving 

conflict in ways that 

honor God’s love for 

those on all sides of an 

issue.  
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We are providing these notes 

from the Committee on Uni-

form Series that prepares 

associated Sunday School 

lesson outlines long in ad-

vance of their usage.  Included 

in this Guide are  thoughts 

that are reflected in the Les-

son Development Guide for 

writers of Sunday school les-

sons and the recommended 

commentary of the Depart-

ment of Christian Education, 

The New International Lesson 

Annual published by Abingdon 

Press Nashville, Tennessee. 

During the Fall Quarter 

(September-October-

November), we will explore the 

formation and growth of the 

Christian community as Luke 

tells the story of the church in 

the Acts of the Apostles.  The 

third unit is entitled 

“Spreading The Gospel.” 
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Conflicts and controversies, 

even within the community of 

faith, are often rooted in differ-

ent interpretations as to “the 

right way to do things.”  How 
can such differences be re-

solved?  In dealing with the 
questions of if and how Gentiles 

were to be included in the 

church, the Council of Jerusa-

lem determined that God makes 

no distinctions in offering sal-
vation to both Jews and Gen-

tiles and therefore made ac-

commodations so that Gentiles 
would not be required to under-

go the Jewish ritual of circum-

cision. 

November 8, 2015    “God Makes No Distinction”    Acts 15:1-12 
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