
Lesson Challenges for the Week 

 Recall a time when you felt excluded by a 

church.  Why did you feel left out?  How did 

you overcome this barrier?  What steps 

can you take to help people who seem to be 

excluded to feel included? 

 Visit a church whose majority membership 

is of a different cultural, racial, or lan-

guage makeup than your own congregation.  

How were you welcomed?  What did you 

learn from this experience? 

 Recognize that Philip could help the Ethiopi-

an man because the evangelist knew the 

story of Jesus.  If called upon to help 
someone understand the Scriptures, what 

would be your response?  Why?  If you do 

not feel up to the task, what can you do to 

be better prepared? 

Goal for the Learners 

 To realize that the encoun-

ter between Philip and the 

Ethiopian represented a 

cross-cultural recognition 

of Jesus’ identity. 

 To value the need for cross-

cultural evangelism. 

 To plan to participate in 

cross-cultural evangelism. 
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We are providing these notes from 

the Committee on Uniform Series 

that prepares associated Sunday 

School lesson outlines long in ad-

vance of their usage.  Included in this 

Guide are  thoughts that are reflect-

ed in the Lesson Development Guide 

for writers of Sunday school lessons 

and the recommended commentary 

of the Department of Christian Edu-

cation, The New International Lesson 

Annual published by Abingdon Press 

Nashville, Tennessee. 

During the Summer quarter, we are 

exploring “The Call.” The lessons 

focus on God calling individuals to do 

certain work or to take on certain 

vocations. The quarter is entitled 

Faith in Action: Healing and Heed-

ing The Call.  During this quarter we 

discover that the calling God gives 

each person is distinct, however, 

God’s calling of individuals into ser-

vice has a recognizable pattern that 

reveals much about the nature of 

that call.  This quarter we see God’s 

call as intrusion into our lives.  Unit 

Three is entitled “Calls In The New 

Testament.”   
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People rarely cross 

cultural boundaries 

in significant ways.  

What should motivate 

us to do so?  Acts 8 

records a cross-

cultural encounter 
where Philip is called 

by God to bear wit-

ness concerning 

Jesus, the Son of 

God, as the basis of 

true meaning and 

purpose.   

August 13, 2017    “Called to Break Down Barriers”   Acts 8:26-39 
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