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This quarter’s study begins with 
God’s demands for our complete 
and undivided love as shown in 
passages from Deuteronomy and 
Psalms. It proceeds with our 
response to God’s love in the 
advent of Christ, and the Epistles’ 
interpretations of the nature and 
extent of our responses to God’s 
love in Christ. It concludes with 
passages from three of the 
Psalms expressing glorification of 
God. 
  
Unit I, “God Commands Our Love, 
Respect, and Obedience,” has five 
sessions. The Deuteronomy 
passage contains a presentation 
of God’s demand for total love and 
devotion. The session from Joshua 
contains his faithful statement of 
love and reverence for a liberating 
God. In Psalm 103, David 
expresses love and glorification of 
God for God’s creative, sustaining, 
and protective actions. Luke 
portrays the advent of Christ and 
human response to God’s act of 
fulfillment of God’s promise. We 
are challenged in Matthew to love 
God through compassionate 
works. 
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Unifying Principle 
 
Responsible people are 
pulled in a multitude of 
directions in trying to 
take care of themselves 
and their families. Why 
then would one extend 
effort beyond self and 
family? Jesus teaches his 
disciples that loving acts 
to the forsaken and 
needy are really 
demonstrations of love to 
him. 

Goals for the Learners 
 
✓ To investigate how the 

parable of the sheep and 
the goats applies to the 
lives of adults. 
 

✓ To affirm the presence of 
Christ in every human 
being, including those 
considered “the least.” 

 
✓ To find ways to serve the 

poor and outcast by 
addressing their physical 
and emotional needs. 

Challenges for the Week 
 

• Create a hypothetical 
account of a person who 
provides food, clothing, and 
shelter to the poor, but who 
also teaches a very 
unchristian theology, 
perhaps even rejecting the 
existence of God entirely. Will 
that person be among the 
“sheep” or the “goats” in the 
final judgment?  Why? 

• Brainstorm ways to identify 
and serve those in need. 
Make a list. 

• Create a list of attributes 
that characterize those 
whom God considers the 
“least of these.” Use the 
following Scriptures as 
starting points: Isaiah 58:6-
7; James 1:27; Matthew 10:42; 
Hebrews 13:1-3. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

December 30, 2018 “Everyone Matters”    Matthew 25:31-46 

We are providing these notes from the Committee on Uniform Series that 

prepares associated Sunday School lesson outlines long in advance of their 

usage. Included in this Guide are thoughts that are reflected in the Lesson 

Development Guide for writers of Sunday school lessons and the 

recommended commentary of the Department of Christian Education, The 

New International Lesson Annual published by Abingdon Press Nashville, 

Tennessee. Send an email to: sundayschool@thecmechurchced.org to 

receive this guide electronically each week. 


