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June 17, 2018    “More Than Lip Service”   Matthew 15:1-9 

 

The study this quarter focuses 

on justice as presented in the 

New Testament. Justice is 

portrayed as a primary 

characteristic of God’s nature. 

Human beings are called to 

emulate God’s justice toward 

one another. 

 

Unit I, “God Is Just and 

Merciful,” has four lessons that 

remind us that human 

interpretations of the Law must 

not conflict with mercy and 

justice as acted out in our daily 

lives. The lessons from Matthew 

look at conflicts between Jesus 

and the Pharisees on questions 

of mercy and justice. The 

lesson from Luke looks at how 

God dispenses justice and 

mercy.

 

Sometimes things we 

do out of tradition are 

not fair to others. How 

do we act with true 

fairness and justice? 

When the Pharisees 

confronted Jesus on a 

question of ritual 

observance, he 

challenged them to do 

what is truly fair and 

just and not merely 

talk about it.

Goal for the Learners 

✓ To contrast Jesus’ 

concept of obedience to 

God with that of the 

Pharisees. 

✓ To repent of offering lip 

service to God while 

neglecting to honor God 

inwardly. 

✓ To commit to follow God 

wholeheartedly and not 

merely conform to 

outward religious 

traditions.

         Lesson Challenges for the Week 
Make a list of “traditions” kept by your congregation (i.e., 

rules that have been adopted but are not scriptural). To 

what extent does each help in discipleship. Consider 

whether any have become a hindrance to discipleship. 

Why or how has this happened? What can be done about 

it? (For example, has a time for services that was 

established when the congregation was composed mostly 

of farmers now become a hindrance to what is now largely 

an urban congregation?) 
 

Ask the pastor or a long-time church member to 

recall a change that the congregation has made (e.g., 

to its worship style, order of service, or even 

traditional understanding of a Scripture passage) 

because of a desire to be more faithful to what God 

commands. How did the change come about? How did 

traditionalists accept the change (or not)? What was 

the net gain for the church? How has that set a 

precedent for the church’s future faithfulness to the 

Lord? 
 

Make a chart contrasting Jesus’ method of purity with 

that of the Pharisees and scribes.?
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General Secretary 

We are providing these notes from the Committee on Uniform Series 

that prepares associ- ated Sunday School lesson outlines long in 

advance of their usage. Included in this Guide are thoughts that are 

reflected in the Lesson Development Guide for writers of Sunday 

school lessons and the recommended commentary of the 

Department of Christian Education, The New International Lesson 

Annual published by Abingdon Press Nashville, Tennessee. 

 

Send an email to: sundayschool@thecmechurchced.org to receive 

this guide electronically each week. 
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