
Lesson Challenges for the Week 

 Do what you can to help repair a broken 

marriage.  If it is your own, consider seek-

ing counseling with your spouse.  If it is 

someone else’s, try to lend support with-

out making judgments about the actions or 

attitudes of either party. 

 Look around at couples who have been 

married for several decades.  From what 

you can tell, why are they still married?  If 

they seem to have a happy, successful 
relationship, what behaviors have promot-

ed this?  If they seem unhappy, why do you 

think they are staying together? 

 Recall that Laban deceived Jacob, and 

Jacob had also deceived his brother Esau.  

How do you feel when you realize that you 

have been tricked?  What kinds of actions 

might you take against the deceiver?  How 

can God help you through this situation? 

Goal for the Learners 

 To examine the story of 

Jacob’s love for and 

commitment to marry 

Rachel. 

 To reflect upon marital 

relationships and how 

unforeseen circum-

stances may or may not 

affect the strength of 

the relationship.  

 To commit to finding 

faith-based resolution 

to difficulties before 

abandoning relation-

ships. 
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We are providing these notes 

from the Committee on Uniform 

Series that prepares associated 

Sunday School lesson outlines 

long in advance of their usage.  

Included in this Guide are  

thoughts that are reflected in 

the Lesson Development Guide 

for writers of Sunday school 

lessons and the recommended 

commentary of the Department 

of Christian Education, The New 

International Lesson Annual 

published by Abingdon Press 

Nashville, Tennessee. 

The Winter Quarter’s lessons 

are presented under the theme 

of “Sacred Gifts and Holy Gath-

erings.”  Unit Two is entitled 

“Four Weddings And A Funeral.”  

The lessons during January like 

the lessons of the other two 

months focus on holy celebra-

tions in the Jewish-tradition.  

Jesus participates in some of 

these traditions of the faith.  
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Marriages can be marred 

by unforeseen circum-

stances.  How might hus-

bands and wives patiently 

work through tradition and 
undesirable circumstances 

to reach their personal 
goals?  After Laban tricked 

Jacob into marrying his 

older daughter Leah, Jacob 

willingly agreed to work for 

seven additional years in 
order to marry his beloved 

Rachel. 

January 3, 2016    “A Bride Worth Waiting For”   Genesis 29:15-30 
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